MEMORIZING RESPONSES

These responses occur at the time of anointing, during the Rite of Confirmation Mass…

1. SPONSOR: When you stand in front of Father Mockel, you need to speak in a loud enough of voice to present your candidate with his or her Confirmation name. The candidates will each have a nametag with their name on it.  The sponsor should also state the Confirmation name when presenting the candidate:
2.  Father Mockel, may I introduce (NAME).”

3. CANDIDATES: Candidates must memorize these responses.   While forming a cross on your forehead with the Sacred Chrism oil, Father Mockel will say “(Your confirmation name), be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit”, you respond with “Amen”.  Father Mockel will continue with “Peace be with you”, you respond with “And with your spirit.”  Look the Father Mockel directly in the eye when he is speaking with you.  Don’t be in a rush to leave as the Father Mockel may talk with you briefly.
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DRESS CODE 

Since the Confirmation Mass is a sacred, prayerful and spiritual time, this dress code is to be followed by all candidates and all sponsors.  Candidates and sponsors must wear proper and decent semi-formal attire, not dressy casual nor over the top. This is a time to look respectful and fit to be seen.  If there is something you are not sure of, please contact the confirmation teachers.

Do not wear your cell phone, Blue tooth devices, headphones or ipods.   Please use common sense when choosing what to wear.  If you’d like to wear the feast color of Confirmation, it is the color red or white.

MALES: It is preferred that you wear a suit, or blazer and slacks, with a dress shirt, tie, and dress shoes. Dress shirt hems should be tucked in, not hanging out. Ties, dress shirts, coats and slacks of any color are okay. Pants should come to your waist and over your hips. Formal ethnic or cultural vesture is also appropriate. Please refrain from wearing flip flops, sandals or tennis shoes. Please do not wear saggy pants, and avoid denim (jeans). T-shirts, hoodies, fleece tops, and shirts with large logos, advertisements or inappropriate slogans should be avoided. 

FEMALES: It is preferred that you wear a dress. Dresses and skirts should extend to the knee. Tops, slacks or suits of any color are fine. Shoulders must be completely covered front and back. Tops must completely cover your stomach. Halter tops, strapless dresses and low-cut tops of any kind should be avoided. Formal ethnic or cultural vesture is also appropriate. . Please wear dress shoes that allow you to walk around safely and comfortably. Please refrain from wearing stiletto-type high heels, flip flops, sandals or tennis shoes. T-shirts, hoodies, fleece tops, and shirts with large logos, advertisements or inappropriate slogans should be avoided. Please refrain from wearing low cut or midriff outfits, mini or micro-skirts, low-rise pants or. Denim (jeans) should be avoided.

THE REHEARSAL

It is mandatory that candidates and sponsors are in attendance on Sunday, April 17 at 3:00 p.m.  
April 17

3:00 pm
 Class/Rehearsal for Candidates & Sponsors in Church. 6:00 p.m. Mass to follow.
Cell phones & Bluetooth devices: There is absolutely NO cell phone use inside the Church.  Turn cell phones and Bluetooth devices off and put them away to avoid the risk of embarrassment.  Interruption of Mass from ringing cell phones is upsetting for most people and disruptive to the sacredness of the Mass. Please instruct your guests that if they must make a call before or after Mass, to please step outside the Church doors.  Do not wear your cell phone, Bluetooth devices, headphones or iPods.   
Cameras - photo or video: It is more important to pray for who is being anointed at the time of the Rite than to focus through a camera. The Mass and the actual Rite is more than a momentary celebration and a “photo event”. We come to celebrate the sacrament and not to distract from that. The Holy Spirit is invisible; receiving it is a spiritual moment that cannot be truly captured on film. The Rite is not a performance – it is a time of blessing, prayer and worship.
We will have designated photographers taking photos of every candidate as they are anointed. The photo will be made available to the candidates at the Confirmation Picnic, along with their Confirmation certificates.

Picture-taking (digital or film) and video recording cannot and should not interfere with the spiritual reverence and respect that the Mass deserves. Picture taking (without flash) must be from one's seat - do not move out of your seat at any time during Mass. There is absolutely no walking around for picture taking at any time during Mass. There is absolutely NO use of flash during Mass. Flash photography is disruptive and distracting. Those pictures can be taken before or after Mass. Video photography must take place from one’s seat, preferably from a tripod.  Please do not put yourself or your guests in an embarrassing situation at any time during the Mass.
THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION MASS 

It is mandatory that candidates and sponsors are on time for attendance on Saturday, April 23rd.  Questions, please ask the confirmation teachers.  This Confirmation ceremony is only for Candidates from St. Anne’s Church.

April 23

9:30  am 
Candidates arrive at Church



10:00 am
Sponsors arrive at Church



10:30 am
Music practice



10:50 am
Candidates and Sponsors process in

READINGS:



Please take the time to review the readings before the ceremony to enrich your experience.  They will be given to you at the Confirmation rehearsal.  Candidates and Sponsors and families are asked to go over the readings together and discuss what they mean.

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND…
Please remember that Confirmation is not a graduation but an abundance of opportunity available to everyone. Should a candidate, sponsor or parent want to be more involved in the parish through a liturgical ministry, or volunteering time for a certain age group or another parish group, please let us know!!  Again, we hope that you or your candidate will hear God’s call to come back and share your life of faith with others through a ministry or group in the church.

Our last gathering together will be on May 15 at 12:00 noon in the Parish Hall for a class celebration and receiving your Confirmation certificates.
